Daily Eastern News: January 28, 2021 by Eastern Illinois University




Daily Eastern News: January 28, 2021 
Eastern Illinois University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2021_jan 
Recommended Citation 
Eastern Illinois University, "Daily Eastern News: January 28, 2021" (2021). January. 27. 
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2021_jan/27 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the 2021 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
January by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu. 
EASTERN NAACP EASTERN IN 7TH PLACE 
The NAACP at Eastern is w01 king to educate 
people on issues minority groups deal with. 
The Eastern women's basketball team is 




Thursday, January 28, 2021 "TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID" 
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sllow much fun 
CORRYN BROCK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Zoey Lowe (left) snowbo~rds down a hill near akeside Field Wednesday afternoon. The Lowe family spent their afternoon sledding 
and snowboarding down the hill after the area ad its first major snowfall of the year. 
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By Corryn Brock 
News Editor \ @corryn_brock 
Eastern's saw a 13 percent increase in 
spring-to-spring total enrollment this semes-
ter, according to the university's tenth day 
enrollment numbers. 
- C u rrently, Eastern has 8,630 total stu-
dents . Of those students 2,740 are high 
school dual credit students, 4,307 are under-
graduates and 1,583 are graduate students. 
In the Sprin g 2020 semester Eastern had 
a total of 7,621 students. O ne thousand sev-
en hundred thirty-five were high school stu-
dent taking dual credit courses, 4,265 were 
undergraduates and 1,621 were graduate stu-
dents. 
When high school students enrolled in 
dual credit courses are not included in the 
total number of students, Eastern only saw 
an increase of four students or a 0 .07 per-
cent increase. 
An increase was seen in the undergraduate 
population. In Spring 2020 there were 4,265 
ENROLLMENT, page 5 
Student Senate swears in new members Wednesday 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor \ @(orryn_brock 
The Student Senate gave the oath of of-
. fice to n ine new student senators during 
their meeting Wednesday night. 
T h ree hundred thirty-three votes were 
cast by the student body in the 2021 Spe-
cial Election. 
All student who ran in the election were 
elected, however none of the new senators 
received half of the total votes cast. 
The new senators and the total votes cast 
for them are: 
• Kassandra Amaya, 164 votes 
• Kate Alexander, 152 votes 
• Marcus Powell, 150 votes 
• Francesco Romano, 120 votes 
• Seth Yeakel, 103 votes 
• Prabin Karki, 99 votes 
• Muhammad Ibrahim, 95 votes 
. Subodh Khanal, 92 
• Jessica Johnson, 83 votes 
"I have good hopes as a student senator," 
Ibrahim said, "I will provide (best) of my 
(experience) to the student government and 
to the university." 
Amaya said she plans to work with other 
organizations in her new position. 
"I'm really excited and looking forward to 
working with the rest of the Student Senate 
and different RSOs," Amaya said. 
Powell, a returning senator, said he plans 
to focus on the pandemic. 
"My hope is for student governmen t to be 
able to execute different problems that EIU 
is facing with the pandemic and I want to be 
·able to enforce that if possible," PowelJ said. 
"My hope is for student government to be 
able to execute different problems that EIU 
is facing with the pandemic and I want to be 
able to enforce that if possible:' 
In the election students were given the 
option to vote for u p to nine senators, 
meaning no senator received half of the pos-
sible votes in the election. 
The senate did not meet its 14 senator 
quorum and was not able to vote on the 
co,nsent agenda. 
On the consent agenda for the evening 
w:as the appointmen t of Paige Thing, a 
fn~shman political science major, to the sen-
at,e and the appointment of Ashley Bartley, a 
senior exercise science major, to the Student 
Dean Advisory Council. 
There was no new business to address. 
According to Student Vice President of 
Academic Affairs and Interim Speaker of the 
Student Senate Justin Richards, there are 26 
to,tal seats and 11 seats will be open for ap-
poin tments to the senate after Thing is ap-
pointed. 
T he new senator orientation was giv-
en though newly elected Student Senators 
-Marcus Powell student senator 
Johnson and Alexander were not in atten-
dance for the meeting. 
Senator eligibility and requirements were 
explained to new senators. 
To be eligible to be a senator a student 
must be taking 12 credit hours if they arc an 
undergraduate student and nine credit hours 
if they are a graduate s tudent, maintain a 
GPA of 2 .50, be in good disciplinary and ac-
ademic standing with Eastern. 
Senators must complete a minimum two 
office hours weekly, attend all senate weekly 
meetings on Wednesdays, serve on one sen-
ate committee, complete two diversity re-
quirement forms per semester and attend all 
Council of Chairs weekly meetings if appli-
cable. 
The senate has eight committees senators 
can serve on; the Academic Affairs Commit-
tee, the Alumni Relations Committee, the 
Business Affairs Commitee, the Diversity 
Affai~s C?_II!-m_i~t~~'- ~he External Relation_s 
Committee, the Internal Affairs Committee, 
the Student Affairs Committee and the Un i-
versity Enhancement Committee. 
Appointment applications are now open. 
Appointments are for terms of one semester 
instead of the one year term senators serve 
when elected. 
T he senate is hoping to begin nomina-
tions for Speaker.o f the Student Senate at 
their next meeting on Feb. 3 if the senate 
meets q uorum. 
Those interested must reach out to Stu-
dent Body President Noor-ul-Haash 
Khamisani and Richards to d iscuss their in-
tent, the requirements for the position and 
their platform. 
Those who are interested in the position 
must have been a part of the senate for at 
least one semester previously and must be 
elected. 
Candidates must t~en present a five to 
seven minute PowerPoint presentation that 
should be made available to all senate mem-
bers following the meeting. The nomina-
tions will then be tabled for a week. 
If the senate is able to run on their in-
tended schedule, the senate will have a fi-
nal discussion on the speaker nominees and 
a vote will take place. T here must be a ma-
jority of 50 percent plus one for the vote to 
carry. 
If the senate is able to appoint a new 
speaker the individual taking on t he posi-
tion will begin their role immediately fol-
lowing the vote. 
Corryn Brock can bereachedat581-2812 orat 
cebrock@eiu.edu. 
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WASHINIGTON (AP) - The 
Bidcn administration launched its 
new level-wi1:h-America healrh brief-
ings Wedne,;day with a projection 
that as many a~ 90,000 more in the 
U.S. will die from the coronavirus 
in the next four weeks - a sobering 
warning as the government strains to 
improve delivery and injection of vac-
cines. 
The tone of the hourlong briefing 
was in line with President Joe Biden's 
promise to be straight with the na-
tion about the state of the outbreak 
that has already claimed more than 
425,000 U.S. lives. It marked a sharp 
contrast to what had become the 
Trump show in rhe past administra-
tion, when public health officials were 
repeatedly urndermined by a president 
who shared his unproven ideas with-
out hesitation. 
The dead1;; projection wasn't much 
different &om what Biden himself has 
said, but nonetheless served as a stark 
reminder of the brutal road ahead. 
ul know this is not news we all 
wanr to hear, but this is something we 
must say so we are all aware," said Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky, the new direc-
ror of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prev,ention. "If we are united 
in action we ,:an turn things around." 
The new briefings, set for three 
times a week, are parr of Biden's at-
tempt to rebuild trust and mobi-
lize Americans to follow health guid-
ance on the coronavirus and to break 
down public resistance to the vaccine. 
Wednesday's briefing was conduct-
ed virtually, with no shortage of tech-
nical glitches and audio gaps. Admin-
istration offidals appeared on Zoom 
from separate locations, in keeping 
with the Biden administration's ef-
forts to model best practices for safe 
work habits in the pandemic. 
One by one. the officials L1id out 
administration efforts to contain the 
virus, speed vaccinations and bring 
Americans along with the effort .. 
"The White House respects and 
will follow the science, and the scien-
tists will speak independently," prom-
ised Andy Slavin, a senior administra-
tion adviser on the pandemic. 
JeffZients, the White House coro-
navirus coordinator, said the Biden 
administration was examining addi-
tional ways of speeding vaccine pro-
duction, a day after the president an-
nounced the U.S. plans to provide 
states with enough doses for 300 mil-
lion Americans by the end of sum-
mer. 
But acrually injecting those shots is 
another matter. 
"Most states are getting better ar 
putting needles in arms," Zients said. 
He called on Congress to swiftly pass 
Biden's "American Rescue Plan.'' The 
$1.9 trillion bill, which has given law-
makers in both parties sticker shock, 
includes $400 billion for measures 
aimed at controlling the virus, includ-
ing dramatically increasing rhe pace 
of vaccination and ensuring more 
widespread testing. 
Zients noted chat the federal De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices acted Wednesday to make more 
people available to administer vacci-
nations. The government will autho-
rize retired nurses and doctors, and 
professionals licensed in one stare will 
be able ro give shots in other states. 
3,751 new cases of 
1 
COVID-19 reported 
in Illinois, 81 deaths 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) - Il-
linois public heal t h officials an-
nounced Wednesday 3. 75 1 new 
confirmed and probable cases of 
COVJD-19, bringing rhe total 
since the start of the pandemic to 
more than I. I million. 
The Illinois Department of 
Public Health also announced 8] 
new deaths linked to the corona vi-
rus for a total of l 8,964. 
Within the pasr 24 hours, lab-
oratories have tested 80,124 spec-
imens for COVID-19. As a result, 
the preliminary seven-day state-
wide test positivity rate is 5.6%. 
As of!ate Tuesday, 2,931 people 
in lllinois were reported hospital-
ized due co COVID-19. Of those, 
591 patients were in intensive care 
units and 300 patients were on 
ventilators. 
Bid en: 'We can't 
wait any longer' to 
address climate crisis 
WASHINGTON (AP) - ln the 
most ambitious U.S. effort to stave 
off che worst of climate change, Pres-
ident Joe Biden signed executive or-
ders Wednesday to transform the na-
tion's heavily fossil-fuel powered econ-
omy into a dean-burning one, paus-
ing oil and gas leasing on federal land 
and targeting subsidies for those in-
dustries. 
The directives aim to conserve 30 
percent of the country's lands and wa-
ters in the next 10 years, double the 
nation's offshore wind energy, and 
move to an all-electric federal vehi-
cle fleet, among other changes. Biden's 
sweeping plan is aimed ar staving off 
the worsr of global warming caused by 
burning fossil fuels. 
But his effort it also carries politi-
cal risk for the president and Demo-
crats as oil- and coal-producing stares 
face job losses from moves to sharply 
increase U.S. reliance on clean energy 
such as wind and solar power. 
"We can't wait any longer" to ad-
dress the climate crisis, Biden said at 
the White House. ''We see with our 
own eyes. We know it in our bones. It 
is time to act." 
He said his orders will "supercharge 
our administration's ambitious plan to 
confront the existential threat of cli-
mate. change." 
Biden has set a goal of eliminat-
ing pollution from fossil fuel in the 
power sector by 2035 and from the 
U.S. economy overall by 2050, speed-
ing what is already a market-driven 
growth of solar and wind energy and 
lessening rhe country's dependence 
on oil and gas. The aggressive plan is 
aimed at slowing human-caused glob-
al warming that is magnifying ex-
treme weather evenrs such as deadly 
wildfires in the West and drenching 
rains and hurricanes in the East. 
Biden acknowledged the political 
risk, repeatedly staring his approach 
would create jobs in the renewable en-
ergy and automotive sectors to offset 
any losses in oil, coal or natural gas. 
rf:j dailyeastemnews 
@DEN_News 
Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) - Clo-
ris Leachman, an Oscar-winner for 
her porrraya.l of a lonely housewife 
in "The LaH Picture Show" and a 
comedic delight as rhc fearsome 
Frau Bli.ichi:r in "Young Franken-
stein" and self-absorbed neighbor 
Phyllis on "The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show,'' has died. She was 94. 
Leachman died rn her sleep of 
natural caw;es at her home in En-
cinita,, California, publici5t Mo-
nique Moss said Wednesday. Her 
daughter Dinah Englund was at 
her side, Moss said. 
A character actor of extraor-
dinary range, Leachman defied 
typecasting;. In her early televi-
sion career, she appeared as Tim-
my's mother on rhe ''Lassie" series. 
She played .a frontier prostitute in 
'' Burch Cas$idy and rhe Sundance 
, Kid," a crime spree family member 
in "Crazy Mama,·· and Blucher in 
Mel Brooks' "Young Frankenstein." 
in which the very menrion of her 
name drew 1!quine commentary. 
·'Every time l hear a horse whin-
ny I will forever think of Clo-
ris' unforgi:ttable Frau Blucher,'' 
Brooks tweeted, calling Leachman 
''insanely talented" and irreplace-
able. 
Salutes from other admiring col-
leagues poured in on ~ocial me-
dia. Steve Marrin said Leachman 
''brought comedy's mysteries to 
the big and small screen"; ''Noth-
ing I could ~ay would top the eno1-
mity of my love for you," post-
ed Ed Asner of "The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show"; "Applause on ev-
ery entrance and exit,'' said Rosie 
O'Donnell. 
"There was no one like Clo-
ri\. With a single look she had the 
abd1ty ro break your heart or make 
you laugh 'rill rhe rears ran down 
your face," Juliet Green, her long-
time manager, said in a statement. 
In 1989 she toured in "Grandma 
Moses,'· a play in which she aged 
from 45 to 101. For three years in 
the J 990s she appeared in major 
cities as the captain's wife in the re-
vival of "Show Boat." In the 1993 
movie version of '"The Beverly 
H illbillies," she assumed the Irene 
Ryan role as Granny Clampett. 
She also had an occasional role 
as Ida on "Malcolm in the Mid-
dle;' winning Emmys in 2002 and 
2006 for that show. Her Emmy 
haul over rhe years totaled eight in 
all, including a trophy for Moore's 
sitcom. 
In 2008. she joined rhe ranks of 
contestants in "Dancing With the 
Stars.'' not lasting long in the com-
petition bur pleasing the crowds 
with her sparkly <lance costumes, 
sitting in judges' laps and cussing 
during rhe live broadcast. 
Although she starred out as Miss 
C hicago in cbe Miss America Pag-
eant, Leachman willin11,ly accepred ' 
unglamorous scrten roles. 
"Basically I don't care how I 
look, ugly or beautiful," she told 
an interviewer in 1973. "I don't 
think that's what beauty is. On 
a single day. any of us is ugly or 
beautiful. I'm heartbroken I can't 
be the witch in 'The Wizard of 
Oz.' But I'd also like to be the 
good witch. Phyllis comhines them 
both. 
'Tm kind of like rhat in life. 
I'm magic, and I believe in mag-
ic. There's supposed to be a point 
in life when you aren't supposed 
to stay believing chat. l haven't 
reached it yet." . . 
• • 41 • 
' .. " .. 
MONTGOMERY, Ala. - Ala-
bama healrh officials said Wednes-
day chat the more highly transmissible 
COYID-19 variant seen in the United 
Kingdom has been found in the state. 
The Alabama Department of Pub-
lic Health said the variant is thougbt to 
be more conragious. Ir is the first time 
the variant has been identified in the 
state, akhough it has been detected in 
at least 24 other stares. including Ten-
nessee, Georgia. Florida, and North 
Carolina. 
·n,e variant was first detected in rhe 
United Kingdom in late 2020. 
Health officials said the variant was 
found in two children and one adult in 
Alabama. Two cases are in Montgom-
ery CoWlty and one is in Jefferson. 
This variant is associated with in-
creased person-to-person transmission 
of COVID-19, but stare health offi-
cials said it "has nor definitively been 
linked to worse outcomes of the dis-
ease." . 
' ·.· .. •:,.•.\·,· .. •.t,•. :.v: . 
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NAACP informing people on minority issues 
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
Campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
Founded on Feb. 12, 1909, the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, more pop-
ularly known as NAACP, became the 
oldest civil rights organization in rhe 
United States. Ever since then, the or-
ganization has focused on advancing 
justice for African Americans across 
rhe United Scares. The organization 
is famously known for fighting law-
suits that have shaped our nation to 
this day, such as Brown v. The Board 
of Education. 
"We ~vant students to take valuable information from our meet-
ings, but we also create a safe space for students to speak on these 
issues and have a place to have their voices heard:' 
Being members of NAACP has had 
a positive impact on many of the orga-
nization's members, allowing them to 
advocate for the changes they want to 
see in the world and educate the com-
munity on important issues. 
Since that day in 1909, NAACP has 
branched our, with the United Stares 
having thousands of chapters across 
the country. Eastern has its very own 
chapter of NAACP, with Easrern's 
chapter of NAACP Youth and Col-
lege Division #3717 being very active 
to this day. 
As Sihile Mwalongo, a jun ior 
economics major and president of 
NAACP said, the organization's mis-
sion is to inform the youth of che 
problems affecting African Americans 
and other racial and eth-nic minorities. 
"[Our mission is] to advance the 
economic, educational, social and po-
liticaJ status of African Americans and 
other racial and ethnic minorities and 
their harmonious cooperation with 
other peoples," Mwalongo said. "To 
stimulate an appreciation of the Afri-
can Diaspora and other people of col-
or's contribution to civilization; and to 
develop an intelligent, militant effec-
tive youth leadership." 
Ian Davis, a senior exercise science 
student and NAACP's historian, fur-
rher explained rhar NAACP's focus is 
co encourage and uplift members of 
minority communities on campus. 
The organization achieves thar by cre-
ating a safe environment for people to 
join in on important discussions that 
may not be talked about elsewhere. 
Due to th,: regulations set co pre-
ve n r the spread of COVID, the 
NAACP holds their weekly meetings 
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. via Zoom. 
Aaliyah Jamey, sophomore business 
administratic,n student and treasurer 
of NMCP, sat.id that meetings rypicaJ-
ly sran with an ice breaker, then move 
into a discussi1on-based meeting. 
"Our d iscu1SSions create a respectful 
and safe space to voice different opin-
ions," James said. 
Mwalongo also said that those 
meetings create a space to talk about 
issues affectin1g the Black and minori-
ties communities that the organization 
believes the c.unpus should hear more 
about. 
"We want students to take valu-
able informa1tion from our meetings, 
but we also oreate a safe space for stu-
dents to speak on these issues and have 
a place to have their voices heard. It's 
also a great 1nerworking opportuni-
ty when it comes to meeting different 
students who are a part of other orga-
nizations too," Mwalongo said. 
Kayla Crowder, a sophomore po-
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parliamentarian, said NAACP is also 
known for hosting many fun and ed-
ucational events on campus. 
"Eastern's NAACP does events such 
as voter registration and participation, 
watch parties and events char help us 
give back such as writing lercers to vet-
erans," Crowder said. "In the past, 
Eastern's NMCP has also done events 
such Sneaker Balls/Image Awards and 
Valentine's Day c:vents." 
Prior to COVID, the organization 
also held other events including bake 
sales, collaborat ions with other orga-
nizations on and off campus, dating 
auctions, and volunteer events at lo-
cal food banks and schools. Some of 
rhe biggest events NAACP has done 
are the Voter's Week events and the 
Sneaker Ball/Image Awards evenr. 
The NAACP Voter's Week events 
centered around the importance of 
voting and providing information 
about voting registration drives and 
politicaJ candidates. The Sneaker Ball/ 
Imagine Awards was an event that rec-
ognized the achievements of Black 
and minority members of our Eastern 
community by giving them awards. 
"Shameless plug, but we will be 
having an Image Awards this year on 
Saturday, Feb. 27 at 6 p.m. so look out 
for fliers on campus and on our social 
media," Mwalongo said. 
Because of COVID, NAACP has 
-Sihile Mwalongo, junior 
not been able to host meetings and 
events like in years pasr. COVID has 
also affected NMCP by making it 
harder for people ro participate in 
meetings and events. The organization 
has made some real adjustments to 
protect the community while still be-
ing active members of it. 
For example, the organization has 
made use of its social media platforms 
to continue interacting with members 
of the community and keeping peo-
ple updated on upcoming events and 
meetings. 
"As an organization, we have made 
different steps to adjust to the different 
guidelines. It has been slightly difficult 
because some events we want to do are 
restricted at the moment or cannot be 
done online," James said. 
The organization has found ways to 
continue hosting fun and educational 
events for the community. 
"So far this school year, our organi-
zation has done events such as public 
Q&As about what, as youth, our vote 
and politica.l awareness means to us 
and to society. We also have had vot-
ers' game nights and adopt-a-family 
events during the holidays. Many of 
our events have been modified to keep 
everyone safe, but we have still been 
able to be active and leave an impact, 
not only our campus, but the commu-
nity also," Crowder said. 
"Being a member of t ,AACP feels 
empowering to me being able to cre-
ate and bring my thoughts to people of 
our campus communit_1 " Davis said. 
Though the organization was orig-
inally created for Black people, James 
believes that NMCP's goal is to help 
create a society that is without discrim-
ination based on race for all affected by 
it. She explained that NAACP's pur-
pose is to help all people achieve equal-
ity. 
"] realized I had very strong feel-
ings about the many injustic.es that Af-
rican American people face in Ameri-
ca, but I was sruck in a place where I 
felt powerless regarding these issues. By 
joining the NAACP, I am making my 
first steps to help advocate for equality 
and change for my people," James said. 
"My advice co others that feel power-
less is to scare. Even if it's something 
you might fed is too small co do and it 
won't make a difference, just start and 
soon you'll be able to make larger steps 
towards equality for all." 
The NAACP looks forward to the 
great things it has planned for the fu-
ture and cannot wait to share that ex-
perience with everyone in our commu-
nity. If anybody is interested in learn-
ing more about NAACP, they can 
check out the organization's lnstagram 
page @naacpeiu. 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be 
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As many parts of Illinois are loosening 
COVID-19 restrictions and millions of dos-
es of vaccines are being distributed, the grim 
projections the White House announced re-
garding the virus Wednesday arc sobering. 
The Biden administration began its new 
health briefings Wednesday, saying that more 
than 90,000 more deaths could occur in the 
next four weeks. 
We at The Daily Eastern News see this as 
a stark reminder of how dangerous this virus 
can be, and although many people can see 
a light at the end of the runnel, we are still 
deep in that runnel. 
This does not mean rhat we cannot be 
positive about the future, but ir does mean 
that we have to remain vigilant and contin-
ue ro make decisions that can keep us and 
others safe. 
We are approaching a year since COV-
ID-19 derailed the lives of billions of peo-
ple, and we understand many are very tired 
of the whole thing. Just because you may be 
tired of the virus does not mean it is over. 
Keep wearing your masks properly. Fol-
low social distancing rules and avoid large 
crowds. Even as protocols are eased, contin-
ue to be cautious. 
With the newest projections, death in the 
U.S. are going to well surpass 500,000. We 
need to cry out best ro make sure we are not 
one of chem. 
Quote of the Day: 
"I think people who have faults 
are a lot more interesting than 
people who are perfect." 
Spike Lee 
e maJonty opinion o 
he Daily Eastern News. 
Letters to the Editor 
Those interested can inquire at opinions. 
DEN@gmall.com for all opinion questions, 
submissions and letters to the editor. 
Please allow a week for us to publish let-
ters to the editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to not publish 
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less 
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board. 
Please include your name and phone num-
ber to verify letters. 
For more information please call 
217-581-2812. 
We're Hiring! 





Call 581-2812 for more Information. 
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BY ZACH BERGER 
Halsey's pregnancy is meaningful 
At approximately 11 a.m. Central Stan-
dard Time on Wednesday, Jan. 27, sing-
e:r-songwriter Halsey announced that she 
is pregnant with screenwriter Alev Aydin's 
baby. I , for one, could not be happier for 
the lovely couple. 
Having been a fan of Halsey since I was 
at 14-year-old girl. it has been amazing see-
ing her grow into the woman and artist she 
is today. And yes, that means I was one of 
those kids who obsessively used Tumble and 
wanted to fir into the grunge aesthetic so 
bad. 
But that is nor rhe point. The point is 
char Halsey is with child. and lam very ex-
cited to see her take her journey into par-
t:nthood. In fact, seeing the Instagram post 
in which she announced the big news made 
me tear up a little. 
If you have not kept up with the life of 
Halsey, you may be wondering why this is 
such a big deal to me, and the reason why 
is because Halsey has struggled to get preg-
nant in rhe past. 
The "Be Kind" singer has endomerrio-
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
sis, an incredibly painful chronic illness in 
which tissue that normally lines rhe uter-
us grows outside the uterus. With endome-
triosis, the tissue can be found on the ova-
ries, fallopian rubes, or the intestines, caus-
ing cysts and irritating other tissue. Symp-
toms cause severe menstrual pain, pain dur-
ing sex, and fertility issues. 
Back in 2016, she revealed during a Roll-
ing Stone interview that she had become 
pregnant in 2015, but suffered a miscar-
riage directly ahead of a show. She per-
formed anyway, spending rhe whole per-
formance feeling angry and guilty for los-
ing her baby. 
She even has a song in her third album, 
''Manic," called "More," in which she is 
candid about her struggles with her fertil-
ity issues and reproductive health. In this 
song, she sings the lyrics "Feelin' so incom-
plete / Wonder will we ever meet," sharing 
how heartbreaking it is for her to have lost 
a child. 
She wanted to be a mother so bad, and 
despite the fact that her condition made it 
hard for her to do so, she Still kept crying. 
And now she has finally done it! 
She will finally be able to hold rhe baby 
she sang "And nothing could stop me from 
giving a try/ I've loved you for all of my 
life" for in her arms. Ashley Nicolette Fran-
gipane is pregnant, and I am sure she will 
make a great mother. 
Kyara Marales-Rodriguez is a junior English 
major. She can be reached at 581 -2812 or 
knmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu. 
1Wander's new albuni shows their strengths 
I'm not usually one for preordering albums, 
but the upcoming release of California post-
rock band Wander's album "HOME" has me 
considering the investment. The songs they've 
released in 2021, most notably "Unwind," have 
reignited my passion in the band and in play-
ing guitar. 
"Unwind" features a conclusion more im-
pacrfuJ than any I've heard in a long time, and 
they impact the listener so strongly without 
any lyrics or vocals. Around the halfway mark, 
the distortion pedals kick in and the type of 
g;uitar shredding that appeals to me rakes over 
the song. It's not the blues-based shredding av-
e:rage music listeners have come to expect from 
g;uitar players, but rather a beautiful display of 
technical skill and understanding of the tech-
nology available to the guitarist. 
The members' instrumental prowess comes 
a.cross so clearly in this song that there is lit-
tle doubt in Wander's ability to deliver an emo-
tional and adventurous song armed with noth-
ing but their instruments. Their songs of-
ten can be interpreted for classical music be-
cause of the movements and shifts in tone and 
Ryan Meyer 
mood throughout one song. A listener could 
easily find themselves enjoying a specific part 
in a song that is long enough to be its own 
short piece. The fact that their third album, 
"March," is almost 52 minutes long but only 
contains 6 songs is a perfect example of this. 
l was first introduced to Wander through an 
Audiotree performance on YouTube. Their per-
formance of the song "March" was particular-
ly enthralling as it showed their passion for the 
9-minute song and the way they still managed 
to maintain their technical parts even while 
thrashing around the small studio. 
"March" is the song that comes to my mind 
when the term "post-rock" is thrown around. 
I'm familiar with the history of the genre and 
aware that there have been acclaimed bands in 
the past 30 years that acr as the ancestors of 
post-rock, such as Stint or Mogwai, but the 
torch continues to be carried by bands like 
Wander. 
The introduction of the song in particular 
caught my ear with the slow guitar that comes 
in first followed by the enveloping chords that 
display the mastery of the effects pedals in 
front of the guitarists. 1l1e pedals provide a tex-
ture chat, in post-rock fashion, break rhe mold 
of what guitars arc meant to sound like. 
The band has recently announced plans to 
livesrream full performances of all three of 
their albums, and according to a January 4th 
lnstagram post, Wander intends to livescream 
the creation of the upcoming album. 
Ryan Meyer is a sophomore journalism major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812 or 
ramayer@eiu.edu. 
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Blood Donor Month recognized in January 
By Heather Vosburgh 
~ Reporterl@DEN_news 
National Blood Donor Month has 
been observed every January sinc.e 1970 
and serves many purposes such as bring-
ing awareness to the importanc.e of be-
coming a blood donor and demonstrat-
ing other ways to hdp save lives. 
Blood transfusions can be lifesaving, 
but without a supply of blood, these vi-
tal procedures can't happen. National 
Blood Donor month serves as a reminder 
to all that donating blood is an important 
aa and could potentially save your life or 
someone else's life one day. 
The American Red Cross is one of the 
few organizations that hdp with the col-
lection of blood donations, supplying 
about 40 percent of the nation's blood. 
W10ter can be a difficult season for or-
ganizations like the American Red Cross 
» ENROLLMENT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
undergraduates at Eastern and 
4,307 this semester for an almost 
one percent increase. 
There was a decrease in graduate 
students, however with 1,621 grad-
uate students in 2020 and 1,583 
currently enrolled at Eastern for a 
2.3 percent decrease. 
Last spring high school dual 
credit students were enrolled in 
7,041 credit hours and 11,564 
credit hours this semester. 
This spring two high school stu-
dents are taking enough courses to 
be considered full-time students. 
"There are people out there that might need it 
more than we do right in that moment:' 
as people begin to catch seasonal illn= 
and bad weathe:r conditions cane.el blood 
drives, which increases the struggle for 
the Red Cross to collect enough blood to 
meet patient needs. 
Sophomore political science major 
Noah McCammon says he has donated 
blood onc.e in the past and describes his 
e:xpcrienc.e as draining, yet overall pleas-
ant. 
"It was in my high school gym," Mc-
Cammon said. "We had to register at 
some compute1:s, and then wait our rum. 
I got my blood drained and then left ro go 
to work immediately after, but they had 
Overall headcount on campus 
has dropped from 4,475 to 3,952, 
an 11 percent decrease. 
Currently Eastern's student 
make-up inclludes: 
• 761 freshiman 
• 875 sophomores 
• 1,022 juniors 
• 1,603 seniors 
• 46 postlbaccalaureate under-
graduate students 
• 35 postbaccalaureate graduate 
students 
Eastern continues to have mostly 
of female smdents on campus with 
-Rachel Schell, sophomore 
beds set up fur if you got lightheaded." 
Rachel Schell, a sophomore finance 
major, says she has donated six times even 
after her first experience was not enjoy-
able. 
'"The nurse that was taking the blood 
first lefi: the armband around my arm for 
a long time and forgot to take it off at 
first, so I was losing feeling in my arm," 
Schell said. '1 didn't know that that's not 
what they were supposed to do, sinc.e it 
was my first time. Then when she was 
taking the needle out of my arm, she 
pulled it out really weird and harsh, so 
there was a bruise on my arm for about 
5,123 female students enrolled in 
courses and 3,507 male students. 
University President David 
Glassman said he believes Eastern's 
reputation can be given credit for 
the increase. 
"Eastern Illinois University's 
stellar reputation for student suc-
cess, academic excellence, and fis-
cal stewardship has resulted in 
another semester of significant 
growth for EIU," Glassman said . 
"Students and their families con-
tinue to recognize the remarkable 
value we provide, as well as the 
two months." 
Schell says she didn't want to base her 
future apcriences of giving blood on he:r 
first and stresses the importance of donat-
ing. 
"'There are people out there that might 
need it more than we do right in that mo-
ment," Schell said. ''Its not a lot that they 
take, and it takes almost no time at all. 
Also, how can we expect people to give 
their blood for us when we need it, if we 
don't do the same for them?" 
Some people are unable to donate 
blood due to health conditions that pre-
vent them from doing so, like Kristina 
Robinson, a sophomore communication 
disorders and sciences major. 
Robinson said she is anemic, which 
prevents her from giving hlnod but not 
&om helping the cause. 
Dating back to her high school da~. 
Robinson has hdped run blood drives on 
safety and security of our residen-
tial campus and local community. 
I am extremely proud of our facul-
ty, staff, and students, whose com-
mitments to Eastern fur ther en-
hance EIU's position in Illinois 
and across the Midwest." 
Josh Norman, Eastern's associate 
vice president for enrollment man-
agement, said Eastern is doing welJ 
recruiting new students despite 
outside problems. 
"What the data tells us is that 
EIU is doing a phenomenal job 
recruiting and retaining students 
five separate occasions, one of them being 
at Eastern, and describes her typical re-
sponsibilities there. 
"I would go to the store and buy fruit 
bars, juice, water, and other snacks." said 
Robinson. "'Then, I would get to school 
an hour early on the day of the blood 
drive to help the Red Cross set up. I 
would check people in, give them the pa-
perwork to fill out and lead them to a ta-
ble when it was time. Some people like to 
be talked to while they give as a distrac-
tion, so I hdped with that. If people were 
fueling 
fa.int, 1 would lead them to a mat to 
lie down and get them water and snacks. 
I even had to escon some people to the 
bathroom and onc.e even an ambulance 
was called." 
Heather Vosburgh said can be reached at 
581-2812 orat hmvosburgh@eiu.edu. 
from semester to semester and 
from year to year, especially con-
sidering the unique circumstances 
our students are facing this year," 
he said. "EIU's focus is on ear-
ly engagement and outcomes, and 
our spring 2021 numbers indicate 
clearly that we are fulfilling our 
mission of engaging students early 
and preparing them to be respon-
sible citizens and leaders in a com-
petitive, interconnected world." 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-
2812 or at cebrock@eiu.edu. 
ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, 
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS: 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S 
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY! 
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONEI 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT: 
t1ttps:// commerce .cash net.com/ e i LI s p LI b 
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Man's best friend 
CORRYN BROCK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Jeffrey Ludwig, a senior milita1ry science instructor, plays with his dog Winston in the snow Wednesday afternoon outside Coleman Hall. Snow covered 
much of the area in what was the first major snowfall of the year. Reports say that Winston is a good dog. 
Must have excellent verbal and writtel'll 
communication skills. 
Prior experience not necessary. 
Adobe lnDesign. Photoshop. Illustrator 
experience helpful. 
All majors welcome! 
Call 581-2812 for more information. 
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Baseball Hall of Fame gets Candace Parker to 
no new members; Schilling sign with Chicago Sky 
Former WNBA MVP Candace She would be able ro finish her ca-
16 votes shy· of induction ~a{~;;g:asst;~i~e:/r::~a}/~~I~~~ 
with the decision told The Asso-
reer playing in front of her family. 
ESPN first reported the signing. 
Parker played in all 22 of the 
Sparks' games this past season and 
was the league's defensive player of 
the year. She finished third in the 
the WNBA MVP voting. 
NEW YORK (AP) - The base-
ball Hall of Fame won't have any 
new players in rhe class of 2021 after 
voters decided no one had the mer-
its - on the field or off - for en-
shrinement in Cooperstown. 
Cure Schilling, Barry Bonds and 
Roger Clemens were the closest 
in voting by members of the Base-
ball Writers' Association of Amer-
ica released Tuesday, and the trio 
will have one more chance at elec-
tion next year. It's the first time the 
BBWAA didn't choose anyone since 
2013. 
Schilling, a right-handed ace who 
won three World Series titles, fin-
ished 16 votes short of rhe 75% 
threshold necessary for enshrine-
ment. He got 71.1% percent this 
time after coming up 20 votes shy at 
70% last year. 
Schilling's on-field accomplish-
ments face little dispute, bur he has 
ostracized himself in retirement by 
directing hateful remarks toward 
Muslims, transgender people, jour-
nalists and others. 
"Ir's all right, the game doesn't 
owe me anything," Schilling said 
during a live video stream on his 
Twitter account. 
He later wrote on Facebook that 
he has asked the Hall of Fame to re-
move his name from next year's bal-
lot. Hall of Fa.me Board Chairman 
Jane Forbes Clark said in a state-
ment that the board ''will consider 
the request at our next meeting." 
Bonds (61 .8%) and Clemens 
(61.6%) mad,e minimal gains and 
joined Schilling in falling short on 
their ninth trie;. Both face suspi-
cions of performance-enhancing 
drug use - Clemens has denied 
using PEDs a1nd Bonds has denied 
knowingly using PEDs. 
Bonds also has been accused of 
domestic violc!nce and Clemens of 
maintaining a decade-long relation-
ship with a singer who was 15 when 
they mer. 
Schilling, Clemens and Bonds 
will be joined on next year's ballot 
by sluggers Alex Rodriguez and Da-
vid Ortiz. Rodriguez was suspend-
ed for the 2014 season for violating 
MLB's PED policy and collective 
bargaining agreement, and Ortiz's 
name allegedly appeared on a list of 
players who te.sted positive in 2003. 
Omar Vizqruel, an I I-time Gold 
Glove winner, dropped from 52.6% 
last year to 49 .1 % after his wife ac-
cused him of repeated domestic 
abuses in December. Braves star An-
druw Jones, arrested in 2012 on a 
domestic violence charge, got 33.9% 
in his fourth year. Rockies slugger 
Todd Helton, who pleaded guilty 
to driving under the influence and 
was sentenced to rwo days in jail last 
year, got 44.9% in his third time on 
the ballot. 
Some players missed out over old-
fashioned baseball disagreements, 
too. Slick-fielding third baseman 
Scott Rolen moved from 35.3% to 
52.9% and hard-throwing closer Bil-
ly Wagner from 31.7% to 46.4%. 
It's the ninth time the BBWAA 
didn't elect anyone and just the third 
time since J 971. With the Hall of 
Fame's Era Committees postponing 
their scheduled elections until next 
offseason because of the pandemic, 
there won't be a new Hall class for 
the first time since 1960. 
Cooperstown won't be without 
celebration next summer, though. 
After the 2020 ceremony in the up-
state New York village was canceled 
due to the pandemic, Yankees great 
Derek Jeter and five-tool star Larry 
Walker will take center stage on July 
25, a year later than planned. They'll 
be honored alongside catcher Ted 
Simmons and late players' associa-
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ciated Press. 
Parker, who has played her en-
ti re 13-year career with che Los 
Angeles Sparks, is an unrestricted 
free agent and can't officially sign 
with Chicago until Monday. The 
person spoke to che AP on condi-
tion of anonymity Wednesday be-
cause no official announcement is 
allowed until Feb. l. 
The 34-year-old Parker, who is 
from rhe Chicago area, was the 
No. l pick in 2008 by rhe Sparks. 
Parker won the league's MVP in 
2008 - when she was also Rook-
ie of the Year and 2013. She won a 
tide wirh Los Angeles. 
Chicago has a strong nucle-
us around Parker that includes 
guards Courtney Vandersloot and 
Allie Quigley, as well as budding 
star Diamond DeShields. 
NBA adjusts schedules 
for virus-affected teams 
Washington's second-half schedule 
might not be as jam-packed as first 
thought, after the NBA said Wednes-
day it was rescheduling some Wizards 
games after a half-dozen of their con-
tests were postponed in recent weeks 
for virus-related reasons. 
Portland will now visit Washington 
on Tuesday, a game that was original-
ly set for the second half. Washing-
ton will play at Charlotte on Feb. 7, a 
game chat was rescheduled from Jan. 
20. And that means the Blazers, who 
were scheduled to visit the Hornets 
that day, will now go to Charlotte in 
the second half of the schedule. 
The league has postponed 22 
games so far this season, 21 of them 
since Jan. I 0. The original intent was 
to push all rhose postponed games 
into the second half, when possible; 
now, the league said it would move 
some games into the first-half sched-
ules, "with a specific focus on the 
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NOTEBOOK I WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
Eastern in 7th place in OVC 
Football team 
announces 
3 games for 
2021 season By Adam Tumino Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
The OVC women's basketball 
standings have started to take more 
substantive shape as of late, with 
Belmont beginning to make up 
games after missing nearly a month 
of action due to COVID protocols. 
The Bruins have now played five 
conference games this season and ev-
ery other team has played at least 
eight. 
Tennessee-Martin is leading the 
way with a 7-1 record in the OVC 
and is riding a six-game winning 
streak. Southeast Missouri is in sec-
ond with a conference record of 6-2. 
The rest of the top-eight teams in 
the OVC, that would earn a berth 
in the OVC Tournament should the 
season end today, all have conference 
records of .500 or above. 
Austin Peay is in third with an 
OVC record of 7-3, Jacksonville 
State is fourth at 5-3, Belmont is 
fifth at 3-2, Tennessee Tech is sixth 
at 5-4 and Eastern and Eastern Ken-
tucky are tied for seventh at 5-5. 
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern guard Kira Arthofer attempts a layup in a qame against Eastern 
Kentucky on Jan. 16 in Lantz Arena. Arthofer scornd 8 points and recorded 
a career-high 11 assists in a 73-68 win for the Panthers. 
Seven of the top eight teams in 
the standings finished in the top 
eight last season as well, with East-
ern Kentucky replacing Murray 
State in the top eight so far this 
season. The Racers are currently in 
ninth place with a conference record 
of 4-6. 
Tennessee State has been strug-
gling mightily this season with a 
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overall record of 0-11. 
The Tigers have the lowest-scor-
ing offense in the OVC, averaging 
48.4 points per game, and the low-
est-ranked defense as well, allowing 
an average of 76.3 points per game. 
Murray State's offense is leading 
the OVC in scoring, averaging 70.5 
points per game. Eastern and Ten-
nessee-Martin are tied for second in 
offense with a points per game aver-
age of 69.9 this season. 
Southeast Missouri, Jacksonville 
State and Belmont are. the top-three 
defenses in the OVC, allowing 58.3, 
58.8 and 58.9 points per game this 
season respectively. 
Tennessee-Martin's Chelsey Per-
ry continues to lead the OVC in 
scoring by a wide margin, with an 
8.8-point gap between her and the 
second-ranked player. 
Perry is averaging 28 points per 
game, which also leads the nation. 
Eastern remains the only team in 
the OVC to have three players in the 
top-10 in the conference in scoring. 
Abby Wahl ranks fifth with 16.3 
points per game, Karle Pace ranks 
sixth with 13.9 points per game and 
Lariah Washington in tied for 10th 
with 13.7 points per game. 
Eastern's Kira Arthofer leads the 
OVC in assists per game with an av-
erage of 4.7, which is 0.8 more as-
sists per game than the next-closest 
player. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
Staff Report I @DEN_Sports 
The 2020 football season, 
which has been pushed back to 
Spring 2021, is set to begin later 
next month. 
In the meantime, Eastern an-
nounced the non-conference 
games that have been scheduled 
for the 2021 season beginning in 
September. 
The season will open Sept. 
4· when the Panthers travel to 
play South Carolina. This will 
be the second time that Eastern 
has played a team from the SEC, 
with the first instance happening 
against Arkansas to open the 2018 
season. 
The next game for Eastern will 
be on Sept. 11 against Dayton, the 
first-ever matchup between the 
programs. In return, Dayton will 
visit Eastern for a game in 2025. 
Eastern will then play host 
to rival Illinois State Sept. 18 in 
what will be the l 09th edition of 
the Mid-America Classic. 
The 2020 installment of this 
annual matchup was canceled as a 
result ofCOVID-19. 
The conference schedules for 
the teams of the OVC will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks. 
The Sports Staff can be reached at 581-
2812 or densportsdesk@gmail.com. 
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